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Abstract. — Chorisquilla similis, new species, is described from French Pol- 
ynesia. It most closely resembles C. quinquelobata (Gordon, 1935) from 
Christmas Island, Indian Ocean, but differs chiefly in having the inner proximal 
margin of the dactylus of the raptorial claw inflated and bearing a prominent, 
anteriorly directed tubercle; a more elongate median boss of the telson; and 
the submedian bosses of AS6 separated by a deep fissure instead of a shallow 
groove. 



Examination of French Polynesian sto- 
matopods in the collections of the National 
Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D.C. (USNM) re- 
vealed a specimen of an undescribed spe- 
cies of Chorisquilla Manning, 1969. This 
new species, described below, closely re- 
sembles Chorisquilla quinquelobata (Gor- 
don, 1935) from Christmas Island, Indian 
Ocean. 

Abbreviations and terminology follows 
Ahyong (2001). Abbreviations include: to- 
tal length (TL), carapace length (CL), an- 
tennule (Al), antenna (A2), abdominal so- 
mite (AS), and thoracic somite (TS). 

Protosquillidae Manning, 1980 
Chorisquilla Manning, 1969 
Chorisquilla similis, new species 
Fig. 1 

Material examined. — Holotype: female 
(TL 20 mm). Society Islands, French Pol- 
ynesia, 17°30'45"S, 149°55'34"W, 9.1-12.2 
m, RW89-25, rotenone, R. Winterbottom, 
11 Dec 1989, USNM 306086. 

Diagnosis. — Raptorial claw dactylus 
with inner proximal margin convex, inflat- 
ed, and with anteriorly directed tubercle; 
propodus without movable proximal spine. 
AS6 with submedian bosses separated by 



deep, narrow fissure. Telson with 2 pairs of 
primary teeth; dorsal surface with 5 strong- 
ly inflated longitudinal bosses; surface of 
all 5 bosses smooth, without setae, tuber- 
cles or spines; median boss almost reaching 
to anterior extent of posterior median emar- 
gination; movable apices of primary sub- 
median teeth articulating submarginally; 
submedian and intermediate denticles ab- 
sent. 

Description. — Eye with cornea broad- 
ened, not extending beyond Al peduncle 
segment 2. Ocular scales well developed, 
triangular. Length of Al peduncle 0.57 CL. 
Length of A2 scale 0.48 CL; dorsal projec- 
tion on A2 protopod with acute apex. 

Rostral plate with median spine extend- 
ing anteriorly to base of cornea; basal por- 
tion longer than basal width of median 
spine; lateral spines divergent, straight. 

Carapace with anterior margin of each 
lateral plate concave. 

Mandibular palp 2-segmented. Maxilli- 
peds 1-5 with epipod. 

Raptorial claw dactylus without basal 
notch, outer proximal margin strongly in- 
flated; inner proximal margin of dactylus 
convex, inflated and with anteriorly direct- 
ed mesial tubercle; propodus without prox- 
imal movable spine. 

AS 1—4 smooth medially, with faint lat- 
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Fig. 1 . Chorisqiiilla similis, new species, holotype, female TL 20 mm, USNM 306086. A, anterior cephalon; 
B, eye, right dorsal; C, antennal protopod, right lateral; D, raptorial claw, right lateral; E, dactylus of raptorial 
claw, right mesial; F, TS6-8, lower right lateral; G, AS5-6, telson and right uropod; H, AS5-6, telson, right 
lateral; I, uropod, right ventral; J, telson, ventral. Scale = 1 mm. 



eral coiTugation above low marginal carina. 
ASS smooth medially; corrugated laterally 
above marginal carina; posterior margin un- 
armed; with blunt posterolateral projection. 
AS6 with submedian, intermediate, and lat- 



eral bosses fused anteriorly and posteriorly, 
each smooth, unarmed, demarcated by 
deep, narrow fissures; posterior margin 
strongly concave, unarmed. 

Telson broader than long; with 2 pairs of 
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well-defined primary teeth; without sub- 
median or intermediate denticles; dorsal 
surface with strongly inflated median, sub- 
median, and lateral bosses smooth, unarmed 
and separated dorsally by deep grooves; 
median boss elongate, posteriorly reaching 
almost to anterior extent of posterior me- 
dian emargination; lateral bosses elongate, 
shorter than submedian bosses; submedian 
bosses extending posteriorly beyond ante- 
rior extent of median emargination; mov- 
able apices of primary submedian teeth ar- 
ticulating submarginally; lateral margins 
unarmed; ventral surface smooth. 

Uropodal protopod terminating in 2 flat- 
tened spines, outer longer; protopod un- 
armed dorsally excepting dorsal spine 
above proximal exopod articulation. Uro- 
podal exopod proximal segment with 9 or 
10 graded movable spines on outer margin, 
and fixed distal ventral spine; endopod with 
low dorsal carina, length 2.83 breadth. 

Color in alcohol. — Completely faded. 

Etymology. — From the Latin similis, like, 
resembling, in reference to the close resem- 
blance to C. quinquelobata. 

Measurements. — TL 20 mm, CL 4.2 
mm, A1 peduncle 2.4 mm, A2 scale 2.0 
mm. 

Remarks. — Chorisquilla similiSy new 
species, closely resembles C. quinquelobata 
from Christmas Island, Indian Ocean, and 
together differ from all other congeners by 
the combination of the smooth, strongly in- 
flated telson bosses which are separated 
dorsally by deep fissures, and the submar- 
ginally articulating movable apices of the 
primary submedian teeth. The new species 
differs from C. quinquelobata in the fol- 
lowing features: the inner proximal margin 
of the dactylus of the raptorial claw is in- 
flated, bearing a distinct mesial tubercle; the 
propodus of the raptorial claw lacks a prox- 
imal movable spine; the outer basal portion 
of the dactylus of the raptorial claw is deep- 
er and more strongly inflated; the median 
boss of the telson is distinctly more elon- 
gate, almost reaching the anterior margin of 
the posterior median emargination; the sub- 



median bosses of AS6 are separated by a 
deep fissure instead of a shallow groove; 
and the basal portion of the rostral plate is 
distinctly more elongate than the basal 
width of the median spine. 

Chorisquilla similis and C. quinquelo- 
batay together with C. gyrosa (Odhner, 
1923) further differ from all other described 
species of the genus by lacking intermedi- 
ate and submedian denticles on the telson. 
Chorisquilla gyrosa is readily distinguished 
from C. similis and C. quinquelobata by the 
presence of numerous, longitudinal, close- 
ly-set dorsal telson carinae, and in having 
the primary intermediate telson teeth sepa- 
rated from the primary submedian teeth by 
a shallow notch instead of a deep emargi- 
nation. 

The most unusual feature of C. similis is 
the presence of the inflated convex lobe 
with the anteriorly directed mesial tubercle 
on the inner proximal margin of the dactyli 
of the raptorial claws. No other stomatopod 
possesses such a feature. In all other pro- 
tosquillids, the inner margin of the dactylus 
is smooth or finely serrated, but never in- 
flated or with a small tooth. The presence 
of small teeth on the inner margin of the 
dactylus of the smashing claw is diagnostic 
for the Odontodactylidae Manning, 1980, 
but should not be confused with the con- 
dition of the dactylus in C. similis. In odon- 
todactylids, the teeth on the inner margin of 
the dactylus of the raptorial claw are tri- 
angular to spiniform, arise along the mid- 
line, and are oblique to the longitudinal 
axis, whereas in C. similiSy the tooth is 
blunt, arises on the mesial margin of the 
proximal lobe, and is directed parallel to the 
dactylar axis. 

Distribution. — Known only from the 
type locality, Society Islands, French Pol- 
ynesia; depth 9.1-12.2 m. 
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